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Baudrillard and social media  

Baudrillard  

1. Baudrillard – French intellectual post-modern critic  

2. Extreme proponent of modernity  

3. Our world is no longer real but a simulation of the real  

Hyperreality  

1. The signs, images and models that circulate, according to Baudrillard, have become detached 

from the actual things they are about.  

2. Our society has replaced all reality with symbols and signs  

3. The world is composed of simulations of reality 

Reality  

1. Baudrillard would argue that we have lost touch with reality  

2. Instead we are hooked into a simulation of reality which is especially poignant for social media 

3. The new reality supplants the real thing 

Simulacra 

1. Simulacra is where the copies of things that have become so detached from the original  

2. Or where the original didn’t exist in the first place 

 

Phases of representation  

1. Baudrillard tasks about phases of representation  

2. Phase 1: Where the image is a good reflection of reality  

3. Phase 2: The images masks a profound reality  

- Perversion of reality. An untrue copy 

4. Phase 3: The image masks the absence of a profound reality  

- The image pretends to represent a faithful copy but does not represent anything close to the 

original. 

5. Phase 4: The image is disconnected from reality – this is order of simulation rather than reality  

Collapse of boundaries 

1. The saturation of signs leads to the collapse of all boundaries between meaning, and the media 

2. Between what is real and what is not real  

 

 

Facebook and hyperreality 
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1. Baudrillard suggested that individuals don’t communicate directly with one another, but interact 

with a hyperreal space 

2. We are overwhelmed by the symbols of our communication  

3. And we lose control over the interpretations of those symbols 

Social selves 

1. There are streams of updates and information which entertain, fascinate and overwhelm us on 

social media.They become our reality and lose move to the last phase where there is any 

connection with reality  

Shared spaces 

1. Something like Facebook enables communication but also creates problems for managing online 

identities 

2. This is a result of the complex interconnections of the participations and expansion into more of 

our personal lives, So the number of images and representations of ourselves, we begin to lose 

control over  

 

Digital simulations 

1. Instead of virtual reality we have real virtually, reality is perceived through symbols which are 

mediated 

2. Bell – argues that instead of the symbols replacing the real, that there is convergence of the real 

and virtual  

3. Culture is virtual (mediated by symbols) but also real – it is our reality and our experience 

Social media  

1. When this first became part of our lives it was easy to distinguish between our actual, real world 

persona and the online one. Now we are at social media saturation  

2. Do you Instagram your lives – is the image more important than the real.  

Interactions 

1. The way that people act towards us in the real world is influenced and determined by their 

interactions with our simulacrums in the virtual world.  

2. Do we put forward a particular version of our self and lives? 

 

Criticisms of Baudrillard 

1. So instead of losing control, some would argue that we still know reality - And that maybe they 

exist in a symbiotic relationship 

  


