
 

 

Assignment Details: Assignment Two 

Content analysis essay (2000 words) and blog contribution, 60%.  
An essay that uses a content analysis to discuss ONE topic from the module (you decide the specific 
focus of your content analysis) (Blog details are also below):  

 

How to begin the content analysis  
 For the content analysis you need to first of all think about the topic you will be addressing and 

analysing.  

 It is useful to write yourself a question to answer using content analysis e.g. are there 
differences in the coverage between male/female footballers in the UK news (you might want 
to be more specific) 

Defining the topic  
 You will need to draw on academic sources in defining your initial topic.  

  For example, if you were comparing violence in different genres of songs, you would need to 
define violence drawing on academic sources.  

 You would then also need to define genres drawing on academic sources.  

 You then might want to highlight one or two sources that relate specific music genres to 
violence.  

What content analysis to do  
 You can use content analysis in a number of ways – but it is useful (or perhaps I should write 

necessary) to make comparisons of one kind or another (e.g. male/female comparison in the 
Daily Mail, time comparisons, comparing different newspapers or television news, the number 
of images of male/female footballers in a sports magazine etc.).  

 You need to say how you went about choosing the categories you included in the content 
analysis and what you decided to leave out. You also need to highlight any issues or difficulties 
or complexities in doing the content analysis.  

 You will draw on some of the statistics from the full table in your essay. You should only draw 
on statistics here – the full table should be put in the appendix.  

Conclusion 
 You need to answer the question you set at the beginning.  

 For example, if you decided to look at the coverage between male/female footballers, you 
would then conclude as to whether that coverage was different or not.  

 There should be no new information in the conclusion.  

Where to put the full content analysis table. 
 You need a table in an appendix with the full content analysis. 

Number of references to include  

 You should draw on 6 academic sources for this topic and these should be both included in the 
actual essay and then detailed in the list at the end of the essay. 



 

 See examples on Blackboard  

 

 

Possible Topics 

 

 Emotion  

 Genres 

 Memory and media 

 Race and representation  

 Advertising  

 Moral panics 

 Class and representation  

 Disability and representation  

 Food fashion and clothing 

 News values 

 News Values 

 Disney film 

 Tourism  

 YouTube 

 Stars and Celebrities 

 Media Organisations 

 

A few topics from last year  

 Comparing heroes and villains in 
Disney Princess films 

 Hard and soft news comparison 
in tabloid and broadsheet 
newspapers 

 Catfish TV show and Gender 
comparison 

 Women and men in rock music 

 Minority ethnics in leading film 
roles, comparison of 2005 to 
2015. 

 Comparison of advertising in the 
Argos Catalogue.  

Some examples of how a content analysis 
could be applied to topics.  

 Comparison of EastEnders to Coronation Street in 
relation to males/female representation). In doing this 
you would be looking to see if there are stereotypes in 
relation to gender (type of jobs, shown inside or 
outside the home etc.). 
 

 Comparison of the first 10 news items on mainstream 
news websites for BBC website and Mail online 
website). You would be looking to see if these do or do 
not fit into some of the news values criteria.  

 

 Disney film comparison. You could focus on an issue 
such as race, class, gender, disability in relation to one 
or two Disney films. For this, you could choose two 
films from different time periods. You could then see if 
there are any changes between the two (and therefore 
whether any stereotypes have been challenged).  

 

 Tourism (e.g. comparison of tourist websites in relation 
to exoticism/tourist gaze).  E.g. categories could 
include whether they are presented as city/rural, 
faraway/nearby etc. You would be investigating 
whether tourist gaze/exotic representations are 
present or not.  

 

 Comparison of song lyrics and violence. Depending on 
the genre, you could have the category of the number 
of times that words such as kill, gun, knife etc. come up 
in a song. You would then be linking violence with a 
particular genre.  
 

 Differences between representations of sports/music 
celebrities.  

 

 Comparison of music websites of different genres or 
different eras 

 
 



Blog Contribution (Two parts) (No word limit) This needs to be done online via 
Blackboard .  
1) Part 1: Blog to address what transferable skills have you gained from this module see the end 

of this guide for ideas about transferrable skills.   
2) Part 2: What have you learned from assignment 1, particularly the feedback and how did this 

influence your approach to assignment 2.  
3) See the diagrams below  

 
 
 

   10th May by 3pm via SOLE (online 

Submission)  

After the 3pm deadline and within 5 days you 

will be penalised with D-, after 5 days it will be a 

non-submission  

Feedback by  2nd June at the latest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 3 

 


