
MECS3004 Morality and Superheroes 

 

Question 1: What is the definition of a superhero? Why do they exist?  
 

Answer to Question 1: A superhero is morally better than others. They can be extraordinary 

powerful people who are guided by their noble characters into doing good things? Super 
means above, beyond the norm.  

 
They exist to teach us moral behaviours perhaps? Any other reasons that you can think of?  

 

Question 2: It is suggested that self-sacrifice and self-discipline are important for superheroes?  
Examples?  

 

Answer to Question 2: Superman and Spiderman have to give up personal relationships as 
part of their sacrifice. In these there is no self-fulfilment without self-giving. These are role 
models for us. The self-discipline is in relation to superheroes using their powers for good – 
and obeying their moral consciences. Can you think of other examples?  

 

Question 3: What is meant by Kierkegaard’s concept of double danger?  
 

Answer to Question 3: The first danger is our inner obstacles to goodness, justice and love. We 
Firstly need to overcome our natural selfishness and our own desires. The second danger is an 
external one – where others suggests that we should satisfy our own desires rather than 

putting other interests before our own.  
The double danger is a challenge to use being good to all, and to do what is right.  

 
Can you think of examples relating to any of these double dangers (either internal or external) 

from any superheroes?  
 

Question 4: Why don’t superheroes use their powers for evil?  
 

Answer to Question 4: A moral person has to overcome self-desires to act in the interest of 
others. They have to resist the temptation to use their superpowers for evil or to give them 

up completely. This is because a superhero is morally good and is therefore committed to it.  
Can you think of any examples of superheroes having to overcome such inner conflicts?  

 

Question 5: Why do some superheroes often face hostility in the world?  
 



Answer to Question 5: It is suggested that too good people make us feel bad. Often saintly 
people are received quite negatively at the time.  

 

Question 6: How can we apply the notion of moral relativism to television programmes?  
 

Answer to Question 6: Moral relativists suggest that moral properties are always relative to 

the point of view being taken. So the morality depends on the individual viewpoint – rather 
than moral universalism which is about moral values being applied across societies. This 

could also link to existentialist viewpoints (e.g. Dexter perhaps).  
 

Question 7: What is utilitarianism?  
 

Answer to Question 7: Utilitarianism is the greatest amount of good for the most number of 
people. A person does the right thing when they choose the actions that produce the most 
good. Can you think of examples from any television programmes?  

 

Question 8: What is Plato’s cave analogy?  
 

Answer to Question 8: Plato’s cave analogy suggests that people live their entire lives in a dark 
cave and inside that cave all they see are shadows and images in shadows. This is their entire 

reality. Once they are out of the cave they discover there is much more to this reality than 
their cave existence. Can you think of characters from television programmes that only know 

part of reality (cave like)?   
 

Question 9: What does Kant suggest about duty?  
 

Answer to Question 9: Kant suggests that morally committed people will sacrifice their lives 
rather than cause the death of an innocent human person. They will make it their duty to 

protect others and accept their duty – eventually.  
Think of examples from any television programmes where characters do their duty even if it 

costs them something.   
 

Question 10: Why are there so many television programmes about superheroes, vampires, 
zombies on our contemporary television?  

 

Answer to question 10: One answer is that these stories tend to portray the forms of harm that 
can enter our lives, such as a mad scientist, terrorist, businessman out for profit, politician only 
interested in power, disaffected loner with a grudge. They address our fears and show us the 
dangers that can be confronted and overcome.  Can you think of examples where this happens?  

 


