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Week 7: Quantum Physics and Heidegger’s relation to television.  

Schrodinger’s Cat 

Quantum Fiction as a genre 

1. Quantum fiction can be anything – not just science fiction content 

2. The stories don’t have to involve science but could be to do with the plot, characters or the 

location.  It is to do with the unconventional. 

 

Thought experiment Erwin Schrodinger 1935 

1. This is about a thought experiment by Schrodinger 

2. Where a cat and something that could kill the cat (poison) are placed into a sealed box 

3. You don’t know if the cat was dead or alive until you opened the box  

4. So until then, the cat is both alive and dead.  

5. It is the actual observation brings that particular state into being.  

Big Bang Theory 

1. In the Big Bang Theory, Schrodinger’s cat is referred to numerous times 

2. Schrodinger’s cat has become interlaced in numerous popular culture, including television 

shows e.g. Futurama.  

 

Quantum Entanglement  

Pair or groups of particles 

1. Quantum entanglement is a physical phenomenon that occurs when pairs or groups of 

particles are generated that interact or share spatial proximity  

2. In ways that the quantum state of each particle is not independent of the state of the 

other(s)  - Even when separated by large distances.   

 

Chaos theory  

Butterfly effect Edward Lorenz 1972 

1. The butterfly effect comes from the work of mathematician and meteorologist Edward 

Lorenz 

2. It is the idea that many things, and systems are interconnected.  

3. The effect gives the power to cause a hurricane in China to a butterfly flapping its wings in 

Worcester 

4. Small changes might have large effects.  
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5. May take a long time – but the connection is real  

6. Chaos theory is nonlinear and unpredictable.  

Dexter, Life on Mars (Heroes) 

1. Chaos theory is mentioned in Dexter – season three, where the butterfly effect is mentioned  

2. The notion is about how things are interlinked and that actions, no matter how small, can 

lead to something more devastating.  

 

Chaos theory influencing television  

Youtube can turn an unknown into a celebrity 

1. Television on the internet makes sense in relation to the butterfly effect as we are living in 

the age of connection and consequence 

2. So many television serial narratives are responsible for all that takes place –  

3. E.g. the actors play characters in such a way to inspire writers in other genres or in different 

directions.  

4. Audiences may respond in different ways which lead to different outcomes e.g. actors may 

be replaced, or supporting actors may become central to plots.  

5. Television, from plotlines to the episodes, to the schedules, to the watching – is 

unpredictable as chaos theory suggests.  

Television is chaos personified 

1. Chaos theory is often described by fractal mathematics which captures the infinite 

complexity in never-ending complex patterns. 

 

Heidegger  

1. Heidegger – 1889-1976 has influenced philosophy relation to technology in modern  life.  

2. IN Being and Time (1927) he claimed that western thought had forgotten what it means for 

something to be present.  

Draws attention to technology and our place in relation to it. 

1. Heidegger draws attention to technology  and its place in relation to us as humans 

2. He tries to think about the essence of technology and how we encounter technology.  

What people do with the technology, makes the technology  

1. He suggests that distances in space and time are shrinking but this does not bring about 

nearness. 
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2. Technology has its own novel kind of presence and connections with its own way of 

presenting themselves and the world in which technology operates.  

3. Technology is such a domineering force that it alienates our ability to experience technology  

Implosion brought about by technologies of communication  

1. Technology itself is not neutral  

2. It depends on what people do with the technology –  

Interpretive horizon 

1. Heidegger argues that it is not just about us being in the world, but also how we engage 

with the world and that this happens in very particular ways.  

2. These are our interpretive horizons – where we see things that are important to the way 

that we live our lives.  

3. But that there are other interpretive horizons that exist.  

 

Meaning 

1. Through our interpretive horizons – we are always concerned and thus related to things and 

things exist in and through their appearances.  

2. Batman doesn’t see the dust on the grandfather clock as something he needs to worry 

about – he doesn’t notice it.  

3. For Alfred, as a Butler, dust is an issue.   

 


