
Introduction 

 representation 

 News accounts

 Paralympics

 Media representations

 Ideology 

 Learning outcome 3: one of the key areas in 

MCS (representations)
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Disability and the Media 

 Physical, intellectual, emotional 

 ‘dynamic interaction between health conditions 

and environmental and personal factors’ 

(World Health Organisation 2001, 8).
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Representation 

 Media images and representations are 

important regarding attitudes 

 Often sensationalism and victimisation 

 Can be overly positive, unrealistic 

 Or negative and enforcing stereotypes
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Disabilities
 Physical bodies and hidden disabilities 

 Other disabilities (7.16 mins)

 Embodiment (2.53 mins) 

 Media – often see disabilities as personal problems to 

be overcome

 Often negative portrayals stem from a particular 

viewpoint of bodies 

 Places those with disabilities into an ‘otherness’ 
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https://youtu.be/Uh7ki3IbnRI
https://youtu.be/JYacDPOWsmE
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Media and representations 

 Internet has the power to circulate positive/negative 

images of groups and individuals 

 Dyslexia A Hidden disability (6.44 mins)

 What is Dyspraxia (4.54 mins)

 Stereotypes (2.25 mins) in film  – have they changed?

 Laughing with the disabled

 Dance me to Sing

 Disability troubles assumptions about being in the 

world 

 E.g. The A Word (0.40Mins) There she Goes (0.30 

mins) 

 James Partridge – Changing Faces charity 

 Comedians e.g. https://youtu.be/3x8DMAh-C78

(2.32 mins) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m1fCz3ohMw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6tplQ3Kac4&feature=youtu.be
http://youtu.be/lICDd85yEFY
https://youtu.be/MXJvWVl2KKM
https://youtu.be/kjdfINjw8Ec
https://youtu.be/3x8DMAh-C78


Autism and representations

 Heterogeneous condition 

 Voices of individuals with autism are 

often silenced

 Adults with autism are rarely referred to 

 People are referred to 

◦ Victims, suffering, burden, 

vulnerable/dangerous 

 Sensationalised accounts
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Paralympics
 Classification systems

 Pressure to find alternatives

 Habitus

 Negative reporting is edited 

 Sports coverage often fills news holes

 Greater control on journalists to 

present positive coverage
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News and Media accounts 

 Autism and police responses

 Invisible disabilities (4.50 mins)

 Attitudes to dyslexia and MP calls 
dyslexia fiction

 Blind man’s cane mistaken for a weapon
(2.06 mins)

 Mental Health and Duchess of 
Cambridge

 Makaton on Cbeebies (1.38 mins)

 Does XFactor perpetuate the victim 
myth? (8.31 mins we will watch some)
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http://www.channel4.com/news/call-for-action-on-hate-crime-against-people-with-autism
http://youtu.be/5h0MqiqvbG4
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1115145/Dyslexia-cruel-fiction-leads-crime-dustbin-history-says-MP.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/manchester/7828121.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-19979184
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/feb/17/duchess-of-cambridge-mental-health-huffpo-george-charlotte
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-tayside-central-46265408/deaf-boy-s-amazing-reaction-to-makaton-bedtime-story
https://youtu.be/ebAzAENrZZg


News programmes

 News media

 Very ideological 

 Uses stories and stereotypes to make ‘messy real 

life’ easily understood

 Mode of address – how we are addressed by 

whom and in what manner
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Implications of words used

 What is implied by headlines

◦ E.g. BBC: ‘Super-parenting improves children’s autism’

◦ Mental health and some discourses 

◦ Report
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-37729095
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2015/03/27/andreas-lubitz-depression-media-coverage-daily-mail-the-sun_n_6954666.html
https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/Media_214917_smxx.pdf


Summary 

 Media have made some progress in relation to 

representations 

 But there are still stereotypes and negative 

representations

 Often still ‘othered’ 

 But there are more actors with various disabilities 

finding work 

 The Paralympians are treated as an event (every 4 

years)
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