
 

Care ethics and facebook Brief notes 
  Page 1 
 

Care ethics/Facebook  - This is NOT a substitute for your own reading on topics 

Care Ethics – The philosophy Bit 

 Traditional philosophy  

 Since Plato – philosophers have become used to distinguishing between knowledge and opinion  

 Gaining knowledge has been seen as a matter of establishing truth  

 And that truth produces knowledge 

 Rationality as Knowledge as truth as objective 

 The philosopher overcomes subjectivity  

 And gives voice to reason and logic and objectivity  

 Feminists argue that knowledge is not impartial  

 Nor does it exist alone as some kind of truth out there – waiting to be discovered 

 Knowledge is not timeless and unchanging  

 Gender – of little importance 

 Philosophy has seen that the body is irrelevatn, Except where our senses mislead us 

 So traditional philosophy suggests that emotions detract us from rational thought and pursuit 

 And gender carries little weight in relation to the pursuit of knowledge 

 Feminist thought  

 Feminists, however, explore gender as very relevant and Particularly in relation to our connection with 

others 

 A whole new field has emerged called care ethics 

 This focuses on The networks of relationships that we are in – such as parents, children, friends etc.  and 

that those relationships might influence our thinking and knowledge  

 Traditional philosophy ignores gender  

 

 Immanuel Kant, the German philosopher (1724-1804) equated moral reasoning with impartial or 

objective thinking 

 From Kant’s standpoint, all people are equal in dignity and are entitled to equal rights and equal moral 

consideration 

 Impartial reasoning is the mark of an autonomous person who is not a slave to the opinions of society, 

nor to her own private passions.  
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 An autonomous and moral person isn’t moved primarily by personal desires, But instead always chooses 

the course of action that she believes will be the most fair or beneficial to everyone who might be 

affected. 

Emotions 

 From that viewpoint, emotions such as loyalty, love devotion, compassion and care are not important 

 Moral decisions are guided by emotional connections to particular individuals  rather than by impartial 

reasoning 

 Some feminists argue that the care and emotion is an equally valid basis for moral decision making 

 The moral theory has come to be known as feminist care ethics or the ethics of care 

 One key thinkers to question the superiority of moral reasoning based on Kantian framework, Was 

feminist psychologist Carol Gilligan 

 She critiqued the work of her mentor – psychologists Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987)  

Kohlberg 

1. Kohlberg believed there are several stages that individuals typically go through on their way to 

becoming mature moral reasoners who can understand and apply impartial moral principles.  

2. Kohlberg designed tests to determine whether a person had reached this peak of moral maturity 

3. But something happened when these tests were administered – men tended to score consistently 

higher than women on the scale of moral development  

Care perspective 

1. Gilligan calls emotional attachment in decision making – care perspective  

2. She argues that the care perspective is more typical of women, Where women instead of focusing on 

abstract moral principles,  

3. women will turn their attention to the concrete responsibilities and emotional bonds that arise out of 

particular caring relationships 

4. This care perspective has historically been unrecognised or devalued by male philosophers and 

psychologists, it was linked to women’s care-based responsibilities 

5. Women have traditionally taken on most of the responsibilities for caring for children and other 

vulnerable members of society such as elderly, sick, disabled etc.  

6. Consequently women’s moral reasoning has a put a premium on maintaining, nurturing and protecting 

the relationships and bonds of affection that make this vital caregiving possible.  

Critique of care ethics  

1.  a morality based on emotional connections is unreliable 
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2. Emotions are instinctual and fickle and not always under our control  

3. two kinds of caring 

4. Natural caring and ethical caring 

5. Natural caring is the spontaneous concern we feel for our loved ones, such as the caring a mother has 

for a child 

6. Ethical caring occurs when our memories of past experiences of natural caring – both as givers and 

recipients of care – help us to recognise the goodness of caring relationships 

 

Care ethics and Facebook  

Facebook and gender - Caring 

1. It is the empathetic response to others that is referred to as care ethics 

2. If Facebook – is part of how we define friendship in the 21st century, it needs to be analysed in the 

same way we examine other methods of relating to each other 

3. The care ethics – seems like a natural fit for asking about ethics and Facebook  

4. Does Facebook facilitate more caring in the world or does it inhibit caring? 

 

Facebook and caring 

1. It is suggested that our sphere of caring overlaps with our Facebook social network  

2. Some of our friends on Facebook we do care about 

A postmodern redefinition of friendship 

1. Facebook may be facilitating a modern alteration of our understanding of friendship categories 

2. Historically a binary approach to caring friendship dominated 

3. I care for my close friends and relatives but I have acquaintances for which my caring is limited 

4. Facebook is constantly suggesting we add more friends - almost in a game of popularity  

 

Caring for animals 
1. Gilligan was silent about the moral status of animals in care ethics 

2. But others (Nel Noddings) made it clear that humans have moral obligations to animals, Which are open 

to caring and capable of reciprocity   

 


