
MECS2032 Care ethics in relation to Facebook and Philosophy 

Video for discussion https://youtu.be/p7cOwQQDI7o (9.22 minutes)  

Extract 1 from Hamington, M. (2010) Care Ethics, Friendship and Facebook in D. E. Wittkower, (Ed.) 
Facebook and Philosophy. Illinois, Open Court. 

Questions:  
1. Do you agree that ‘Facebook may be facilitating a modern alteration of our understanding of 

friendship categories’? Give reasons/examples?  
 
 
 
 

2. Do you value your Facebook/social networking friends in the same way as real life friends? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Extract 2 from Hamington (2010:143) ‘Perhaps this is one of the most important contributions that 
Facebook makes to care ethics: a reconsideration of binary distinctions in those we care for. Many of the 
early formulations of care ethics addressed the ‘other’ (those potentially cared-for) as either friends and 
family or strangers. Accordingly, those who are friends and family are easier for us to care for (Noddings 
describes this as ‘natural caring’) and strangers take more effort to care for (Noddings refers to this as 
‘ethical caring’) thus creating a binary understanding of those who receive care.  The quality and quantity 
of friendships on Facebook make such a rigid distinction over-simple, even if it were ever true. Care 
ethics has always emphasised that morality requires a complex response to each situation (rather than a 
rule or a calculation), but social networks add an additional layer of moral complexity for both theoretical 
and practical consideration because I cannot easily categorise my Facebook friends. Caring is always a 
choice we make. If we choose to care it takes time and effort. Facebook can be a magnificent tool for 
caring but the time and effort required given postmodern reconsideration of friendship will still be 
there.’ 
Questions:  

1. What is the difference between natural caring and ethical caring? 
 

 
 
 

2. Can you always easily categorise your Facebook friends?  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Extract 3: Hamington (2010:141-2) ‘A new mediating category, or perhaps more accurately, a new range 
of friends (p.142) are emerging from the use of the social network. The convenience of social networking 
allows for the exchange of personal information and events that might not have previously occurred 
among ‘nodding acquaintances’….Facebook contributes to the wellbeing of members through greater 
connection particularly given how isolating our society can be.’ 
 

https://youtu.be/p7cOwQQDI7o


1. Do you agree that Facebook contributes to the wellbeing of members through greater 
connections? (Give reasons for your arguments)  

 
 
 
 

2. Do other social media platforms work in a similar way (or not)?  
 
 
 

3. Are there gender differences regarding the types of networking on social media platforms such 
as Facebook?  

 
 
 

 

Extract from Rose, J., Mackey-Kallis, S., Shyles, L., Barry, K., Biagini, D., Hart, C. & Jack, L. (2012) Face it: 
The Impact of Gender on Social Media Images. Communication Quarterly. Vol. 60(5), pp.588-607.  
 
p.602 ‘The set of 300 self-selected Facebook profile pictures show marked differences in terms of how 
males and females present themselves across a number of traits selected to represent gender 
stereotypes, including active, attractive, dependent, dominant, independent and sentimental.’  
 
p.605 ‘Judith Butler, in her seminal work Gender Trouble (1990), views gender as a fluid social construct 
that potentially changes with context, cultures and time periods.  Gender is best seen as a way of doing 
the body in performance. However, it is not simply a matter of choosing to perform gender; she argues 
that people perform gender everyday whether consciously or not. The types of unconscious 
performances that are normative in Western culture and media, however, support hegemonic ideals. 
Butler therefore calls for conscious performance or ‘gender trouble’ as a way of subverting normalised 
notions of gender identity. Since the mass media is the central site where normative or potentially non-
normative definitions of gender operate, Butler calls for and admires the type of gender trouble invited 
by cultural icons like Madonna, famous for her reflexive, fluid, and often disruptive constructions of 
gender and sexuality. The kind of performance that Butler calls for was not found in self-selected profile 
pictures in the current research study. Twenty-somethings may be replicating in their Facebook profile 
pictures the stereotypical gender traits they experience in professionally produced media images and in 
culture.’ 
 

1. What kind of stereotypical gender traits tend to be replicated in social media?  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you agree with the findings of this research article that there are gender differences in how 
males/females present themselves online? What evidence have you?  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


