
Literature review – Student notes -You still need to do your OWN READING, finding your OWN SOURCES – 

these are brief notes and do not substitute your wider reading on topics and you cannot quote from these 

notes in assignments. The reference list on the last PowerPoint slide are a good place to start your own 

reading and/or the class resources list. 

What is a literature Review 
1. The literature review is a survey of the literature in your chosen area of study 
2. To critically evaluate the information gathered by identifying gaps in current knowledge, 

showing any limitations of theories and points of view, and highlighting areas for further 
research 

3. It presents the literature in a way that is relevant to your dissertation  
The literature review will  

1. Demonstrate a familiarity with a body of knowledge and establishes the credibility of your 
dissertation 

2. Summarises and evaluate prior research and says how your dissertation is linked to it 
3. Demonstrates that you have learnt from others 

Why write a literature review 
1. Firstly – you need to review any research that is relevant to your dissertation  
2. So you need to identify the important works in relation to your topic.  
3. And puts your own research into perspective of existing knowledge on a topic.  
4. It helps you identify information and ideas that may be relevant to your dissertation  
5. And identifies methods that may be relevant to your dissertation. 

Key points - when researching and writing your literature review. 
1. It is not a book by book and article by article summary  
2. It should be guided by your themes and sub themes that are relevant to your dissertation.  

Structure of literature review 
1. You might want a short introduction to the literature review, highlighting what is included 

and what is not included.  
2. You can use headings and subheadings in relation to some themes of your dissertation. 

These should tie into your primary research.  
3. You can start from general themes to more specific ones.  
4. You might want a short conclusion evaluating the literature review and highlighting key 

ideas.   
5. I am often asked how many books/journal articles should you include -the answer is 

whatever is relevant and as much as possible.  

 

 


